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B-6.2.6 An end landing shall be provided at the B-6.2.6 Where the ramp run changes direction, B-6.2.6 Ifthe end landing follows or precedes athe minimum landing dimensionsbottom and the top of a sloped path turn for a pathway or an entrance,
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EMA
Enable Me Access

Accessibility as defined in the Laws and Building Standards of India
A graphic“explainer" manual for the

National Building Code 2016 & The Rights of Persons With Disabilities Act 2016

Contact:

info@EnableMe-Access.com +91 9825 368400 (Whatsapp)



EnableMe Access
EMA Accessibility and Inclusion for All

In2016 I
created EnableMe-Access. Over several years I

have studied the accessibility related laws and standards; NBC, GDCR, CPWD, HGSS and
RPWDA. Through interaction with government officials, corporates and NGOSand I

realised that both the general public and "experts" have little
understanding and little motivation to carry out this important work.

The cause of failure is a created by a nexus. A combination of inadequate teaching/examination of this subject in the higher education system, the
greed of developers and the lack of accountability of the urban development planning departments, who are to this day, failing to uphold the legal
standards

The purpose of this manual explaining the NBC is to facilitate a better understanding of the basics of the accessibility clauses which are in a separate
section. Although this is about 20 years behind the international trend towards Universal Accessibility. It is for everyone from the general public to
professionals like architects, town planners and for the key policy makers in local government to better understand what accessibility means.

These drawing layout sets provide some insight into what needs to be provided. Ineach section you will find all the clauses collated for the relevant
features from the NBC 2016.

If you find errors or significant omissions please contact us so it can be rectified.

...with you in the path of inclusion

Peter Gibson

Revision Date: April 2020
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1. National Building Code 2016
Why does the National Building Code and the Building Bye Laws (General Development Control Regulations) have sections specifically
for features which make buildings accessible for persons with disabilities?

The reasons are simple. As the principles of Universal Design, which has been adopted worldwide, has still not been accepted or at least
implemented in India there had been need for adapting the laws to fit the requirements. So the built environment standards applying to
accessibility are provided in a separate section. This is less than ideal as it gives more leeway for unscrupulous building practices which
ignore the needs of those with disabilites.

मानकः पथ(दश+कः The National Building Code 2016 is the reference document to which all other building laws must defer to. The building bye laws (GDCR)
are a legal requirement. Failure to comply with building bye-laws is an offence which can incur serious penalties. Government policy

Bureau of Indian Standards specifically requires that the bye-laws include the NB
C

Anne
x

B clauses.

As of 2017 it is illegal to make any construction that is not compliant with the accessibility clauses in the Bye-Laws and in the Rights of
People With Disabilties Act 2016.

13 REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCESSIBILITY IN BUILT ENVIRONMENT FOR ELDERS AND PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES NOTE Accessibility includes ease of independent approach, entry, evacuation and/or use of a building and its

services and facilities, by all of the buildings potential users with an assurance of individual health, safety and
welfare during the course of those activities.13.1 General

13.1.1 These requirements deal with barrier free access to, movement within and around buildings, by the elderly
persons and persons with disabilities who may have non-ambulatory disabilities, ambulatory disabilities, sight
disabilities, hearing disabilities, disabilities of in coordination, ageing, allergies, heart and lung diseases, epilepsy, building or facility that may be negotiated by a person with disability using a wheelchair and that is also safe for
haemophilia, incontinence, enterostomy, etc.

13.2.4 Accessible Route A continuous unobstructed path connecting all accessible elements and spaces in a

and usable by persons with other disabilities. Interior accessible routes may include corridors, ramps, elevators,
lifts, and clear floor space at fixtures. Exterior accessible routes may include parking, access aisles, kerb ramps,
walkways, pathways, footpaths/sidewalks, and ramps.It is intended to make all buildings and facilities used by the public accessible to, and usable by all people

including those living with disabilities and may include those with inability to walk or difficulty in walking, reliance
on walking/mobility aids, blindness and visual impairments, speech and hearing impairments, in- coordination of
motor movements, reaching and manipulation, lack of stamina, difficulty in interpretation and reacting to sensory
information and extremes in physical
sizes. It supplements the general requirements of this Part of the Code, and reflects greater concern for safety of ambulatory disabilities.
life and limb of every resident irrespective of age, gender or abilities.

13.2.5 Accessible Toilet A compartment having the basic requirements of minimum clear spaces, water- closet,
washbasin and other essential washroom accessories as required by people with non-ambulatory disabilities.
There are also toilets for ambulant disabled which provide accessibility for convenient use by persons with

13.2.6 Ageing Those manifestations of the ageing processes that significantly reduce mobility, flexibility,
coordination, and perceptiveness but are not accounted for in disability categories mentioned elsewhere in this
Part.

13.1.2 These requirements apply to all buildings and facilities open to and used by the public. These shall also
apply to all forms of public housing by the government/civic bodies or private developers. It does not apply to
private residences. For extent of application of requirements covered under 13 to different building occupancy
types, reference shall be made to 13.5. 13.2.7 Area of Rescue Assistance Building space directly adjoining, and visible from, a main vertical

evacuation route, robustly and reliably protected from heat, smoke and flame during and after a fire, where people
can temporarily wait with confidence for further information, instructions, and/or rescue assistance, without
obstructing or interfering with the evacuation travel of other building users
NOTE Robust means structurally hardened and resistant to mechanical damage during the fire and for a period
of time afterwards, that is, the cooling phase.

13.1.3 The reference to the accessibility needs of persons with disabilities, made in this Part shall also mean a
reference to such needs of the elderly persons, children and persons of too short stature in so far as the
concerned provision is applicable to the type of disabilities that may be associated therewith.

13.2 For the purpose of this clause, the following definitions shall apply.

13.2.1 Ability identifiable human attribute, including but not exclusively, to walk, to speak, to hear, to see, to feel
by touch, to taste, to understand, and to recognise.

13.2.8 Assistive Product/Device Product/device especially produced or generally available, for preventing,
compensating for, monitoring, relieving or neutralising impairments, activity limitations and participation
restrictions.

13.2.2 Access Aisle An accessible pedestrian space between elements, such as parking spaces, seating and
desks, that provides clearances appropriate for use of the elements

13.2.9 Assisted Evacuation Strategy that exists during which a designated person or persons provide
assistance, during an emergency, to another person to leave a building or a specific part of the built environment
and to reach a final place of safety.

13.2.3 Accessible Site, Building, Facility or Portions A site, building, facility, or portions thereof that complies with
the requirements given in this clause to which people, regardless
access to, in to them, to use them and exit from them with dignity.

their disability, age or gender are able to gain 13.2.10 Automatic Door A door equipped with a power operated mechanism and controls that open and close
the door automatically upon receipt of a
momentary signal. The switch that begins the automatic cycle may be photo-electrical device, floor mat, sensing
device, or manual switch mounted on or near the door itself.
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